INTRODUCTION
Industrial and other economic activities have great impact on environment, and often these activities cause appearance of damage to environment. Definitely, one of the major subjects of development of industry, transport, energy and other branches of economy are private legal entities, which are among most active participants of social relations within modern civilised society. Legal entities, which mostly pursue profit, become one of the major sources of risks to the environment.
The above mentioned objective reasons create the need of efficient legal regulation, and environmental protection together with striving for ensuring harmonisation of economic, social and environmental interests becomes a priority for every state.
One of the primary means for ensuring compliance of legal entities with the environmental requirements is a state enforcement mechanism and an institution of amenability. However, increasing negative intervention into the environment, caused by economic activities of legal entities, legal regulation of relations between economic activities and the environment should not be oriented solely to application of state enforcement mechanism. It would be erroneous to think that only institution of legal amenability in environmental sphere, applied to legal entities, ensures prevention of infringements of law. State policy must be directed to establishing alternative means of environmental protection, developed on voluntary basis, and to their efficient implementation.
One of the most effective means, able to ensure compliance of legal entities with the environmental requirements, are economic incentives for legal entities.
Legal entities must be interested in complying with environmental rules in force; it must be for such entities beneficial in terms of economics.
However, mechanism of command and control is increased and often given excess importance in Lithuania, and the legal doctrine does not pay sufficient attention to voluntary programmes on environmental protection, which have preventive importance.
Thus, this article aims at assessment of importance of voluntary programmes of environmental protection in ensuring compliance of legal entities with the requirement of environmental rules in force. For this purpose the article will represent the notion of voluntary programmes of environmental protection, will evaluate environmental self-auditing and mechanism of voluntary disclosure of violations of environmental regulations, also will analyse implementation of this mechanism within the European Union and Lithuania.
that is why voluntary environmental programmes became an instrument of high importance in pursuing environmental goals.
The United States were one of the first countries in the world, where legal entities as their effort in compliance of their activities with the environmental requirements started to implement means of self-regulation. Besides those self regulatory measures of legal entities are aimed at protection of the environment and human health, they are implemented on expense of legal entities, so there is economy of public funds. For the United States an important task of the state has become encouragement of as many as possible legal entities for implementation of self-regulatory measures, ensuring compliance with the environmental law. objectives, but they are not meant to work on their own. 12 On the other hand, in order to pursue environmental goals it would be the most efficient to combine voluntary environmental protection initiatives and other environmental measures, which have components of state enforcement.
Among the most important measures, which were introduced in the United
States a few decades ago, were environmental self-auditing, also called environmental internal audit, self-auditing, or self-investigation, and self-disclosure or voluntary disclosure of violations of environmental regulations.
II. ENVIRONMENTAL SELF-AUDITING AND VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE OF VIOLATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS
In the United States, great number of legal entities, in order to comply with the environmental law in their activities, and also in order to avoid possible penalties or other state enforcement measures, applies environmental self-auditing mechanism, designed for detecting compliance or non-compliance of a legal entity with environmental law in force.
It is said that the challenge of complying with all of the applicable environmental regulations is formidable for any organization, and internal auditing, or self-auditing is increasingly being used to address this challenge. 13 Whereas environmental self-auditing is aimed and targeted mostly at ensuring compliance with the environmental regulations, more over, whereas this mechanism requires less financial resources, enterprises, which implement internal audit, have attained support of public authorities as well. It is important that other means of environmental policy -self-disclosure of violations of environmental regulations -is closely related to environmental selfauditing.
In the year 1995 Environmental Protection Agency of the United States of America adopted the programme under the title 'Incentives for Self-Policing:
Discovery, Correction and Prevention of Violations -Audit Policy', 19 which was reviewed and updated in 2000 in order to ensure even greater compliance with the requirements of legal regulations protecting human health and the environment.
The main objective of the Audit Policy was to encourage facilities to implement "systematic, objective, and periodic" environmental auditing and to develop documented systematic procedures or practices which reflects the regulated entity"s due diligence in preventing, detecting, and correcting violations. Despite obvious benefits of Audit Policy programme, this mechanism has not been widespread as rapidly as it would be required by the USA governmental institutions responsible for ensuring compliance with the environmental protection requirements and control. One of the obstacles to Audit Policy mechanism expansion is a probability that information disclosed by enterprises after performing environmental self-auditing will be used against those enterprises themselves, i.e.
competent state authorities will penalise those enterprises for voluntarily disclosed violations of the environmental regulations and do not take account of set up criteria for applying reduced amount of penalty and for waiving penalties for violations. 23 It is stated that corporate fear that the information disclosed will be used against corporations themselves, hinders wider spread and application of environmental self-auditing. those entities to complying with the environmental requirements in the future, so it is possible to expect compromise among environmental, economic and social goals.
III. ENVIRONMENTAL SELF-AUDITING AND SELF-DISCLOSURE OF VIOLATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE LITHUANIAN REPUBLIC
The equivalent to environmental self-auditing, widespread in the USA, is 
